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employment profiles of the study cohort. There was public recognition that White-Tailed Sea 26 Eagles could deliver a broad range of socio-economic and environmental benefits with few 27 detrimental impacts. Whilst the value of attitudinal surveys of this nature has been questioned, 28 we would argue that they provide a useful baseline 'snapshot' ahead of a more structured and 29 focused reintroduction consultation. These results reinforce the emergence of public interest in 30 the restoration of European raptors in the late twentieth and early twenty first century.
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Implications for Practice
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• Whilst there is broad public support for a WTSE reintroduction in the study area, there were 36 also public concerns regarding the proposed reintroduction. This understanding provides the 37 platform to develop a more focused education and awareness campaign, including further 38 consultation work to evaluate the attitudes of an 'informed public' prior to the development 39 of a WTSE reintroduction project. 40 • Attitudinal surveys therefore provide a useful baseline 'snapshot' ahead of more structured 41 and focused consultation programmes The main drawback is that the sample has not been chosen using random selection, which makes 166 it impossible to determine the possible sampling error. There is also the risk that the selection of 167 participants is based on ease of access and cost considerations, resulting in sampling bias.
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Interviewers may also be tempted to interview those people in the street who look most helpful, 27.3% were on holiday and 3.0% specified other reasons for their presence in the study area such 222 as working away from home. The employment rate of the respondents was 57.0% which contrasts 223 with a figure of 63.9% for the wider Cumbrian population (Cumbria Intelligence Observatory 224 -9 -2012). The majority of those not in works described themselves as either retired, as students, or as 225 housewives looking after young children. Amongst the working population, the largest sector were 226 categorized as "Skilled Trades" and "Office Based" whereas the least abundant work types 227 included "Fishing" and "Tourism" (Table 1) . whereas the potential impacts of the raptor on endangered species of fauna were more equivocal. against the reintroduction at the two study sites (χ2 = 20.84, df = 2, P < 0.05). The Cumbrian study 312 documented more support and less opposition towards the reintroduction (88.7% in favour, 2.0% 313 against), compared to the Suffolk study (78.0% in favour, 9.0% against). Significant differences 314 were also established regarding the proportion of respondents who thought a reintroduction 315 would benefit the local tourist economy (χ2 = 108.80, df = 2, P < 0.05) with a larger majority in 316 Cumbria describing economic benefits (89.3% agreed, 0.7% disagreed, 10.0% undecided) than in 317 Suffolk (58.0% agreed, 14.0% disagreed, 28.0% undecided). exists between predators and humans competing over common resources (Marshall et al. 2007 ).
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Restoration projects also develop storylines as they progress, which inevitably reflect much of the From what you have read and heard, would you say you are for or against the White-tailed sea eagle project? 2. Cumbria study A Cumbrian population of White-tailed sea eagles would benefit the local tourist industry.
Suffolk study
I think the project would be a benefit to the local economy.
3. Cumbria study Please use the space provided to add any further comments you wish to make about this project.
Do you have any further comments about the project?
